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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The editors are not responsible for opinions expressed in this department. All communications 
must be accompanied by the name and address of the writer to insure publication. 

BITS OF NEWS FROM ABROAD 

DEAR EDITOR: In journeying about France, it has been my good fortune 
to pass a week at the "Porsmeur," in Morlaix, Brittany. At this delightful 
Cure for Tuberculosis, established by a public-spirited American lady, the Thezac- 
Porsmeur method of sun treatment has been introduced. The essential of the 
treatment is the concentration of the sun's rays by means of a double convex lens 
with a diameter of twelve inches and a focal length of seventy-two inches. The 
lens is mounted in a cylinder ten inches deep, lined with brass finish, and attached 
to a tripod of metal, allowing adjustment at different angles and heights. The 
heat is very great. The patient should be placed at a point where the sun's rays 
form a circle of from three to five inches in diameter. The duration of the sun 
treatment should lengthen progressively. Beginning with five minutes, the in- 
crease may be five minutes daily up to thirty minutes, and can be applied twice 
daily. It is used with marked results in lupus, lung, glandular and bone involve- 
ment. 

The patients are well nourished and kept quiet in bed till temperatures are 
normal. While taking the sun cure they wear no corsets nor stockings, and only 
light-colored clothing is permitted, as the rays of the sun will not penetrate dark 
material. 

Anna C. Maxwell. 

THE STATUS OF CANTONMENT ZONE NURSES 



DEAR EDITOR: Upon applying for the New Jersey state bonus, nurses 
who served under the Red Cross in the Cantonment Zones found they were 
ineligible for the bonus because they were not considered in any way a part of 
the military establishment. I understand that the same rule applies in other 
states that have legislated bonuses for soldiers, and that it will also apply to any 
federal bonus that may be declared. The matter is being taken up by the 
American Red Cross and legislation may be secured which will change the present 
ruling. I have never read anything in The Journal bearing on this subject, but 
I am sure all nurses who are interested would be glad to hear from time to time 
through The Journal what progress is being made toward such legislation. 
Virginia. A. M. B. 

II 

DEAR EDITOR: The nurses assigned to the United States Public Health 
Service either in extra-cantonment zones or in hospitals conducted by that 
Service during the war are not eligible for war risk compensation or admittance to 
the American Legion. I have been told that they are debarred from the bonus of 
the states, although there have been some exceptions. This group of nurses is 
one that has caused us great anxiety. I have made every effort to secure a 
reversal of the present decision of the American Legion and a request is now be- 
fore the executive board. I have also presented a plan to the executive committee 
of the Red Cross to provide compensation for such members of this group as may 
be physically disqualified or unfitted for further service. While the President 
proclaimed the United States Public Health Service during war as part of the 
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